WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. A dual-use lock whose unlocking numeral combination can be traced 
after having been forgotten, comprising 
5 a male member securely connected with one end of a cable; the male 
member having spaced teeth along a rod portion thereof; 
a female member securely connected with other end of the cable; 
a spindle for allowing insertion of the rod portion of the male member 
therein; the spindle being inserted in the female member at a tail end 
10 thereof; 

a plurality of dial assemblies arranged around the spindle; each dial 
assembly including both a dial with numerals thereon, and a tooth dish 
releaseably engaging the dial to be capable of turning together with 
the dial; the tooth dishes each having a gap on an inward edge; the 

15 gaps of the tooth dishes together being capable of forming a passage 
for allowing separation of the male member from the spindle when the 
dials are turned to an unlocking orientation; the tooth dishes being 
capable of stopping the teeth of the male member to prevent 
separation of the male member from the spindle when the dials are 

20 turned away from the unlocking orientation; and 

an auxiliary lock member fitted to the female member for releaseably 
securing the spindle to the female member, thereby being operable 
with a key thereof to become unlocked for both the male member and 



o 

10 



the spindle together to become separable from the female member 
while the male member is secured to the spindle by the tooth dishes, 
the auxiliary lock member having a recess, and an engaging portion next 
to the recess; the auxiliary lock member detaining the spindle when 
5 the engaging portion thereof is fitted in a securing recess of the tail 
end of the spindle; the auxiliary lock member releasing the spindle 
when the recess thereof opposes the securing recess of the tail end of 
the spindle. 

2. The dual-use lock as claimed in claim 1, wherein a protecting cap is 
10 securely disposed around the tail end of the spindle; the protecting 
cap having a gap, which will be aligned with the gaps of the tooth 
dishes when the dials are turned to the unlocking orientation, thereby 
allowing one to trace an unlocking numeral combination of the dials 
by means of managing to passing a probe from the gap of the 
15 protecting cap through all of the gaps of the tooth dishes one by one 
while turning the dials after the spindle has been separated from the 
female member for the gap of the protecting cap to show. 
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